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3 <Act.No. 14 9; 1973. S

| . T Agsent %~s & "

¥ .z % RUPERT @, JOHN,
[ LS. ] | . “, Governor.

, 30th May, 1973.

AN ACT granting an exclusive licence to the St. Vincent
Electrieity Services Limited for the supply of electricity,
providing for the exercise and performance of functions
relafing @oi the:supply:of-electrieity -and for purposes con- _
nected therewith:and making provisions with regard to
revocation-of the licence. :

[ On “the Appoz'.-n.*cd Dey’’. ]

: Br it enacted by the Queen’s Most Exccllent Majesty, bv
‘and with the advice and consent of the House of Assembly o
- Samt Vincent, and by the authority of the ';ame as follows :—

1. This Act may be cited as ‘‘the Eleetrmtv Supply Act, Short title and
19737 and shall come into operation on such date (hereinaffer commencement.
referred to as ‘‘the -Appoeiuted Day’’) as shall be anpon*ted in
a Notice given by the Governor and pubhshed in the Gazette.

!

2. In this Act unless th> contc xt othcrmse I'P(]1111‘€§—— ;
" “‘the Arbitration Ordiharice’’ means the Arbitration Ordin- Xo. 10 of 1032.
ance, 1952 as the same may be amended or re-enacted
from time to time and every referonze to any Section
e of the -Arbitration ‘Ordinance.” 1952 shall be deemed
to be a reference to that Section as the same mayv b-
amended or re-enacted from time to time;

e i : y_ﬁ
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““the Company '’ means the St. Vineent Electricite Scervices
Limited and includes any person duly authorised by
the Company to do any act on its behalf;

‘consumer’’ means any person for the time bemo supplied
with elcetrieity b" the Company;

““debenture '’ means any debenture, debenture stock, mort-

gage, boud, securiiy or note issued by the Company
and for the time bemv outstanding;

““eleetricity”” includes electrlc voltage, elentr!c current, elec-
trie enerov and any, like energy;

“electric line’’ means any wire or conductor used or to be
used for the purpose of conveying, transmitting, or
distributing electricity or as pilot lines for r mote con-
trol, protection, metermo or telecommunication, to-
gether with any casmz, coating, covering, tube, pole
stay-wire, bracket, plpe or msulator enclosing, sur-
roundmo or supporting the same or any part thereof
and any transformer, switchgear or other works or
apparatus connected therewith for the purpose of con-
veying, transmitting or distributing electricity or
transmitting its \oltage and together also with any
building or structure required to accommodate any
such transformer, switchgear or other works or appara-
tus;

‘‘the Government Electrical Inspector’ means the official

~_for the time being appointed to the public office of
Electrical Inspector in aceordance with the constitu-
tion of Saint Vincent:

‘‘the State’’ means the Island of Saint Vincent, the Island
of Bequia and any ‘other of its Islands in the Grena-
dines to which the provisions of this Act have been
applied at any time by Order made under Section 34

““land”’ includes any land under whatever tenure held and
any easement, servitude, right or privilege in or over
land

“local authorlty means any authority having mumclpal
or administrative jurisdiction over and within any area
in the State;

‘“the Minister’’ means the Minister to whom responsibility
for electricity has, for the time being, been assigned;

““month’’ means calendar month; ‘ :

‘‘persen’’ includes any body of persons, any corporation,
any local authority and any Government Department;
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““road’” means any road or street or part thereof and in-
cludes all bridges, culverts, embankments, approaches,
drains, verges, pavements, kerbs, footpaths, parapets and
other works or things forming part of any road or
streef ;

““tree’’ means a tree, bush or shrub;

‘‘undertaking” means the Company’s electricity undertak-
ing in the State;

“‘unit”’ means one kilowatt-hour, as rcgistered on a meter
provided by the Company ;

The singular includes the plural and vice versa, and the
masculine includes the feminine.

3. Subject as hereinafter provided, the Company shall
have a sole and exclusive licence to generate, transmit, distribute
and sell eleetricity in the State during the period of 60 years
ncxt following the Appointed Day.

4. With the consent of the Minister the Company may
authorise in writing any person during the wholp or any part
of the period of the licence to generate, transmit, distribute and
sell electricity upon the terms and conditions and within the
area specified in such authority (any person so authorised being
hereinafter referred to as ‘‘a sub-licencee’’).

5. (1) During the continuance of the licence no person

except the Company shall generate (save for his own consump-
tion and use); distribute or sel- electricity within the State
provided that a sub-licensee shall be at liberty, during the
period stated in the written authority granted to him by
the Company, to generate, distribute and sell electricity upon
the terms and conditions and within the area specified in such
authority.
5 (2) Any person contravening the provisions of sub-sec-
tion (1) of this section shall be guilty of an offence and shall
be liable on summary convietion to a fine not exceeding two
hundred and fifty dollars or to imprisonment for a period not.
exceeding six months, and in addition thereto he may bz ordered
by any Court having summary jurisdiction to dismantle his
equipment at his own expense within such time as such Court
may preseribe and, if he shall fail to obey the order of such
Court within the preseribed time, such Court shall order the
equipment to be forthwith dismantled by the Company and
shall order such person to pay to the Company its reasonable
charges for dismantling such equipment,

Graut of licence,

Sub-licences.

No person shall
generate cte.
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——Charge. ——

6. (1) The voltage of electricity supplied for. domestic or
lightineg purposss shall be 240 volts and this shall be maintained
by the Company within-plus 4% and minus 8% (measured at
the consumer's terminals) of such voltage. '

(2) The frequency of electricity supplied for any pur-
pose shall be 50 c¢veles per second and this shall be maintained
within plus and minus 3% of such frequency. - 4

(3) The svstems of distribution of eleetricity shall be
3 phase + wire for 400 volts between lines and 230 volts betweo
lines and neutral, and,/or single phase 2 wire-for 230 volts ou=
tw.en lines with one line earthed and designated ‘‘the.neutral{
all or any of such systems to be. used; the choice in any par—
ticular case being by the Company according to load conditiohs *
and the most economical method of supply: provided that any
consumer may by agreement with the Company be-supplied with
electricity at a voltage in exeess of 400 volts.and step- this down
in his own transformers to any voltage for -the time being ap-
proved by the Government Electrical Inspector. .

(4) It shall be the duty of the Company to take all prac-
ticable -steps to ensure that the supply of electricity to any
consumer shall be regular and efficient.

(3) Overhead power - line design-shall be at.. the -Com-
pany’s option, but shall comply with the approved British Stan-
dard in force at the time of'construction.

7. (1) Subject as hereimafter provided the Company shall
be entitlcd to:charge for electricity supplied at its-tariff' rates —
for the time being in force ; for the avoidance of-doubt it is here-
by declared that the tariff rates for the time: being ii-force in
any part of the State may be at different rates from these then in
force in any other part of the State.

(2) Subject to.the provisions of sub-seetions (3) to (8)—.

- of this soetion, the.tariff rates in the Island. of Saint V.'mcelg_

First Schedale, -

Second Schedule.

applicable to- electricity the consumption of ‘which: is.medsure
by reading of meters carried out afrer the: AppointedDay will
be the rates set out-in.Part I of the First Schedula, hereto and
-ghe tariff rates in the.Island of Bequia- s0 appliéablé will be the
“rates set- out in‘the Sevond Schedule hereto; subject as‘afore-

“.era said, -the tariff rates in-any -Isléfﬁd-bf,‘ ‘Saint’ ,Yi_n‘e_‘ent rin ?‘.he
'+ -Grenadines :applicable to electricity the consumption ‘ofviwhich
-+ is measured by reading.of meters. carried -out on ‘or ‘after the

~Aate; when; in- aceordance with any Order made by' the Gov-
ernor under section-34,:the provisions of this Aet are applied
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to-that Island, will be the rates preseribed by the Governor
with the concurrence of :the Company and published in the
Gazette.

(3) The Minister or the Company will be at. liberty from
-time to.time to serve on the oiher of them a notice in writing
- proposing that the-tariff rates for the time being in force be
--varied. in the manner specified in the notice or in such other
- .manner as may be agreed in writing between them or as may ba
w.determined by arbitration in accordance with the provisions of

- sub:section (6) of ‘this"Section.

(4) If, during the ‘period of 60 days following the ser-
vice by either the Minister or the Company of any.such notice,
- the other of them appicves in writing the variation proposed
i’ the notice or both of them agrec in writing some other varia-
tion, the variation so ‘approved or azreed will tai- effect in the

- manner-prescribed in sub-seetion (7) of-this section.

- (d) -If) during the aforesaid period of'60 -days: following

* the servicé by either the. Minister or the €ompany of any such

notice, the other of them fails to*approve in writing the variation

proposed in the notice, or they fail to-ogree in-writing someother

7 variation, then, the nature of the variation (if any) will be

“determined by a:single arbitrator appointed in aecordance with
~..the: provisions of:sub-section (1) of section 30.

-:’(6)<~Iﬁ5determining’w}iether any or what variation of
* the tariff rates should be made the arbitrator shall have regard—
-—(a) to—the - prineiple thatthe- Company’s revenues
-must be sufficient to-enable-the Company—
il (i) to meet all expenses-incurred- irt:the produe-
“tion of such revenues; including depreciation
‘of‘assets:'and interest on:indebtedness, and
(ii) to repay -ils:indebtedness, and
(iii) to provide for:such' proportion of the cost of
. replacement of its assets as is not' already
provided under sub-paragraph (i) of this
- ‘paragraph, and
(iv) to..provide a reasonable. proportion of the
_ ' -capital cost of expanding its- undertaking to
) - meet any demand for an inereased service
to the publie, and

" “at a-commercial rate »and

(v) to pay regular dividends on its share capital:: wssiuey

TAVeS gy
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- Supplies to the
Government.

Electrieity for
street lighting.

Jompany may
require deposit.

(b) to the fair apportionment of charges between dif-
ferent categories of consumers.

 (7) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (6) of this
section and subject to any further variation or temporary varia-
tion that may be made pursuant to this section, any variation
approved, agreed or determined pursuant to this section shall
apply to all electricity to which it relates, the consumption of
which is measur.d by the Company by reading of meters carried
out on or after the first day of the calender month next follow-
ing the expiry of 150 days from the date when the notice which
led to the variation was served under sub-section (3) of this
section.

(8) This section shall not apply to electricity supplied
or to be supplied for street lighting.

8. (1) Whenever required so to do, the Company shall
enter into a contract for the supply of electricity to the Govern-
ment for the Government’s own use and consumption at any
plaee in the State which is within 100 ft. of any distributing
main of the Company. '

(2) The Company may charge the Government for elec-
tricity so supplied in any such area at the tariff rates for the
time being in force in such area less a discount at the rate of 10%.

(3) The provisions of this section shall not apply to
electricity supplied or to be supplied for the purpose of street
lighting. S -

9. (1) Whenever required so to do the Company shall
enter into a contract to supply the Government or any local
authority with street lighting in any area In the State for the
time being supplied with electricity by the Company. .

(2) The company shall be entitled to pharge for electri-
city supplied for street lighting fmd for the hire of street lamps
(a'ﬁd associated fittings and equipment) on the pa.sls that, sub-
ject to the payment by the consumer of such minimum annual
aniount as may be agreed in writing between the consumer and
the Company, the consumer will pay such monthly sum as may
be agreed as aforesaid per street lamp of a sp2cified type and
oatput rating for the time being comprised in the street lighting
system in question.

10. The Cempany may require any consumer to (_ieposlt
with the Company a sum of money estimated to be equivalent

(S
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to the cost of 60 days electricity consumption by way of security
for the payment of any monev from time to time due by such
consumer to the Company; such sum of money shall be placed
to the credit -of a deposit account in such consumer’s name in
the books of the Company together with such interest as may
acerue, the imterest rate to bo decided by the Company.

11. (1) Whenever requested to do so by any consumer and
after payment of a testing fes of $2.50 by such consumer the
Compuany shall test the meter registering the electricity supplied
to such consumer against a standard meter and supply the con-
sumer with a certificate showing the result of the test. If the
resilt of the test shows that the meter is registering more than
3% above or below the registration of the standard testing meter
the Company shall replace the meter in question and shall
refund to such consumer the testing fee paid by him.

(2) The Government Electrical Inspector shall be enti-
tled te supervise any test carried out pursuant to the provisions
of the preceding sub-seetion.

(3) Any consumer may on payment of a'testing fee of
$2.50 require the Government Electrical Inspector to test the
voltage und fregueney of the electricity supplied to such con-
sumer and the Government Electrical Inspeector shall within
a rcasonable time earry out such test and supply the consumer
with a certificate showing the result of the test. If the result
ol the test shows that the vo'tage and frequency are substan-
tiully incorrect the Company shall refund to such Consumer
the testing fec paid by him.

12. During the continnance of the licence, all plant, ma-
~linery, equipment, meters, instruments, vehicles, materials and
consumable stocks imported by the Company for the purpos.: of
the Company’s business of generating, transmitting, distributing
or supplying electricity shall be exempt from all customs and
other import duties and landing tax: Provided however that
such exemption shall not apply to any plant, machinery, equip-
ment, meters, instruments, vchicles, materials and consumable
stocks imported by the Company for resale or hire or for the
private use of any of t':e Company’s employees. :

13. For the purpose of ascertaining the chargeable in-
come of the Company for tax purposes, the Company shall
be entitled to elect whether or not to claim initial allowances
on capital expenditure incurred in the basic year for anv
year of assessment. ' S

-

Consumer may

require Company
to test metres
and voltage.

Duty free
importation
of goods.

TInitial
allowances.
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Income tax
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No. 21 of 1967.

Erection of
electric lines
ete. and entry
upon land.

Ordinance;;1967; or any- Act amending or replacing the-same—

(a) .the.rate of.tax chargeable on the Company iy respect

(b)

(2)

of .its profits.or any. part.of them shall be at the rate.
0f.32%, and: .

the rate of tax chargeable on any shareholder or
debenture holder of the Company in respect of any
dividends or interest paid by the Company shall be
at the rate of 32%.

The Company shall not be liable to pay any -other.

tax based on income received -or profits earned during the period
of ten. years.beginning on the Appointed Day.

15. (1) The Company may—

(a)

(b)

(e)

(2)

subject to the provisions-of sub-sections (4) and

(5) of this Section, erect or.instal in, on, under or -

over any land any poles, electric lines, conductors,
sub-stat'ons, pipelines, cables or other works or ap-
paratus used or to be used in the installation or work-
ing of the undertaking;

-keep in being and use any poles, electric lines, con-
duetors, -sub-stations, pipelines, cables-or other works.

or apparatus- erected or installed pursuant to the
Hydro-Electric Ordinance, 1951, in, -on, under -or
over the land. of any other person;

alter, substitute, repair or remove any such pole,
electric: line, conductor, sub-station, pipeline, cable,
works or apparatus erected or installed pursuant to
this Act or the Hydro-Electric Ordinance, 1951, at
all times when, in the.opinien -of the Company, the
same may be necessary -or desirable.

Subject as aforesaid, .the Company for the purpose

of ercting, . installing, altering, substituting, repairing or re-
moving any such pole, electric line, condnetor, sub-station, pipe-
line, cable, works or apparatus may enter upon any land and

ma.)r._.

(a)

clear such land;

(b) dig the soil and remove the surface of such land ;

(e)

temporarily close or obstruct such land ; and

14;- (1) Notwithstanding the -provisions of the Income Tax -
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(d) generally do all acts and things necessary for such
purpose.

(3) For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby declared
that a change *n the ownership of any estate or interest in land
in, on, under or over which any pole, electric line, conductor,
sub-station, pipeline, cable or other works or apparatus has been
erected or installed pursuant to this Act or the Hydro-Eleetrie
Ordinance, 1951, shall not oblige the Company to remove the
same or to serve any further notice in relation to the same
pursuant to this section.

(4) Before erecting or installing any poles, electric lines,
conductors, sub-stations pipelines, cables or other works or
apparatus on any private land the Company shall give notice in
writing of its intention to to do and of the nature and of the
position of the works so be done to the owner or occupier of
such land and if the owner or occupier cannot be ascertained
then 'such notice shall be posted consp’cuously on the land in
question, and the Company shall have due regard to the reason-
able wishes of the owner or occupier in respect of the location
of any such erection or installation.

(5) If the owner or occupier of land shall, within soven
days from the service or posting of a notice such as is referred

‘to in sub-section (4) of this Section, give notice in writing to

the Company of his objection ther.to, the Company shall notify
the Minister of such objection and the Minister shall as soon
thereafter as is possible consult with the Company and the ob-
jector (unless he considers that such consultation is unnecessary)
and give a direction—
(i) that the Company may carry out its proposal
without condition ; or
(ii) that the Company may carry out its propese! sub-
Ject to conditions as to the form or location of the
installation ; or

(iii) that the Company may not carry out its proposal.

16. (1) In the course of construction and for the more
effective working of the underteking, the Company may enter

‘upon and remove from any public or private land, any tree or

any branch, bough or other part of a tree growing on such land
within 100 feet of any electric line and which may tend to inter-
fere with, endanger or otherwise prejudicially affect tha working
of the undertaking; but the Company shall not, except with th:

cousent of the owner or occupier of such land, enter upon any

No. 24 of 1951.

Trees and
buildings.
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Offence of
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private land under the provisions of this section until after the
expiration of seven days’ notice in writing given to the owner
or occupier thereof or posted up conspicuously thereon. If such
owner or occupier shall, within seven days from the service or
posting up of such a nctice, give written notice Of his objection
thereto, the matter shall be referred by the Company to the
Minister. The Company shall not enter upor the private land
in question if the Minister shall, within 30 days of being notified
by the Company of any such objection as aforesaid, so direct:
Provided that where any condition exists which is dangerous or
is interrupting, or threatens to interrupt, the supply of el~c-
tricity in the State or any part thereof, the Company may
iramediately enter upon any private land without the consent
of the owner or occupier thereof and take whatever action is
necessary to establish safe conditions or to ensure the continuity
of the supply of electricity. Whenever the Company takes
action under the terms of this proviso the Company shall
within three days inform the owner or oecupier of the land
in question (either by service of a written netice on him er by
posting up conspicucusly a notice on such land) of the action
taken.

(2) Except with the written consent of the Company no
person shall erect any building or structure in such a pesition
or manner as may interfere with the supply of electricity

“through any overhead electric line which belongs to the Com-
pany ; if after any such overhead line has been eanstructed, any
person ereets any building or structure which interferes with
or which may interfere with the proper working of such line,
the Company may request the owner or occupier of t:e building
or structure in question to remove or adjust the same as may be
necessary. If such owner or oceupier fails to camply with such
request, the Company may apply to the Minister for the removal
or adjustment of the building or strueture in question and, after
making any such enquiry as he may deem necessary, the Minister
may make such order as he deems fit. Every such order may,
by leave of a Judge of the High Court of Justice, be enforced
in the same manner as an injunction granted by him.

17. Any person who without due cause obstrwets or
attempts to obstruct the Company i the lawful perf(x'_manee
of any of the powers eonferred on the Company by section 15
or sub-section (1) of section 16 shall be guilty of an offence and
shall be Hable on summary conviction to a fine mot exeeeding
two hundred and fifty dollars, er to imprisonment for a period
not exceeding six months,



61

No. 14 Eleetricity Supply.

1973.

18. Any person who fells, lops or trims any tree thereby Damage eaused

causing damage to any eleetric line or other works or apparatus by lopping
= trees.

which. forms part of the undertaking shall be guilty of an offence
and shall in- addition to any penalty that may be imposed on
him, be liable to pay the expense of remedying the damage so
caused: Provided however that the Company whenever requested
by any owner of land so to do shall fell, lop or trim any tree on
such owner’s land: which is threatening to damage any such elec-
tric line or other works or apparatus.

19. (1) If any person knowingly and without legal right Stealing
abstracts or causes to be extracted, or diverts or causes to be electricity.

diverted, any electricity, or consumes or uses any electricity,
which has been unlawfully abstracted or diverted such person
shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars or to
imprisonment for a period not exceeding twelve months.

(2) If any person without legal right wilfully dis-
connects, damages or removes or suffers to be dis-connected,
damaged. or removed any electricity line, meter switch, fuse
or other works or apparatus belonging to the Zompany, or
alters the index. of any meter belonging to the Company, or
otherwise prevents any such meter from correetly registering
any quantity of electricity supplied by the Company, such
person: shall: be- guilty of an offence and for every such
offenee- he shall’ be liable on summary conviction to a penalty
not exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars for the first

affence and not exceeding two: hundred and-fifty dollars for—

any such subseguent offence, and without prejudice to the fore-
going, the Company may reeover from such person the amount
of any damage by it sustained: and may also (notwithstanding
any agreement or contract previously existing) disecontinue any
supply of eleetricity to. such person.

(3): If upor any premises or land in the occupation of
a eonsumer heving- effective custody or control of a meter or
instalation- there- is: econnected. or adjacent to any eleetrie line
or meter any wire or device capable of wrongfully abstracting;
diverting, consuming, or using electricity or of preventing any
meter from correetly registering any quantity of eleetricity sup-
ply: by the Campany, the existence of such wire or device shalk
be aecepted. by a Court as. prima- facie evidence that such con-
sumer has without Iegal right abstracted or diverted eleetricity
or (as the case may be) has without legal right wilfully prevented
a meter from duly registering any quantity of electricity sup-
plied by the Company.
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(4) If any apparatus or equipment and/or installation
belonging to a consumer supplied or to be supplied with elec-
trieity by the Company is found to have a lagging power factor
of less than 0.8 or a leading power factor in excess of 1.0 in
phase relationship between Kilowattamperes and Kilowatts then
the Company may request the consumer in writing to provide
and install at the consumer’s expense such power factor cor-
recting equipment necessary to maintain the resultant power
factor of the apparatus, equipment and/or the installation
within the required limits.

Should the consumer not comply with the Company’s
request within the period stated by the Company, then the
electricity supply may be disconnected or not connected as the
case may be until the apparatus, equipment and/or the installa-

tion meets with the Company’s requirements.

90. The Company may at all reasonable times enter upon
any land or premises to which electricity is or has been supplied
by the Company for the purpose of inspecting, testing or main-
taining the electrie lines, meters, accumulators, fittings and other
works and apparatus thereon belonging to the Company, or of
ascertaining the quantity of electricity consumed or supplied
in or to such premises or, where a supply of electricity is no
longer required or where the Company is entitled to take away

and cut off the supply of electricity from—any-such-land or -

premises, for the purpose of removing any electric lines, meters,
accmuulators, fittings, or other works or apparatus belonging
to the Company: Provided that the Company shall repair
all damage caused by any such entry, inspection, maintenance
or removal and provided further that should anyone wilfully
or maliciously place or ercet anything which impedes or hinders
the easr, entry, inspection, maintenanee or removal by the Com-
pany of its property the Company shall be at liberty to
remove the impediment or hinderance in question at the cost
of the occupier of the land or premises in question and the
Company shall not be responsible for any damage caused there-
by.

91. Where any electric lines, meters, accumulators, fittings,
or other works or apparatus belonging to the Company are
placed for the purpose of supplying or measuring elec_.’cricity in
or upon any land or premises not being in the possession of the
Company, such electric lines, meters, accumulators, fittings or
other works or apparatus shall not be subject to distress or to

N
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the landlord’s remedy for rent of the land or premises where
the same may be, nor shall the same be liable to be taken in
execution under any process of a Court of Justice, or under any
proceeding in bankruptey or insolvency.

o 2% £ z,my consumer shall be in default with any payment
due by him to the Company in respect of clectricity the Company
(without prejudice to any other remedy available to it) shall
be at liberty to discontinue the supply of electricity to such
consumer until such time as such paymert together with the
Company’s reasonable charges for the roconnection of such
consumer’s electricity services have been paid.

23. (1) It shall be lawful for the Company, subject to the
Company making good to the reasonable satisfaction of the
Minister ‘all damage occasioned thereby, to erect, instal or re-
place along or under or over any road in the State without pay-
ment of any way-leave rent, fee or other charge, any poles,
electric lines, conductors, sub-stations, pipelines, cables or other
works or apparatus, to remove or repair all cr any of the same
to retain all or any of the same already so erected or installed
without payment as aforesaid, and in connectiod with any such
erection, installation, replacement, removal or repairs to break
up, excavate and temporarily obstruct any such road.

(2) Whenever the Company breaks up or excavates any
road, it shall with—all convenient speed complete the work for
the purpose of which the road was broken up or exeavated.
Where a road has been broken up or excavated, the Company
shall make the same good to the reasonable satisfaction of the
Minister and shall carry away the rubbish occasioned thereby.
TUntil the road has been made good, the Company shall fence
the road where it has been broken up or- excavated and shall
maintain during the hours of darkness a light sufficient to warn
persons using the road of the danger constituted by the breaking
up or excavation. At any place where a road has been broken up
or excavated by the Company, the Company shall keep the
same in good repair for three months after it has been made
good and for such further period (if any) not cxceeding twelve
months as the sub-soil of the road at that place shall continue
to subside.

94 (1) In the exercise of any powers conferred upon it
by this Act, the Company shall cause as little inconvenience and
damage to other persons as is reasonably practicable and the
Company shall pay compensation to any person who suffers
damage to his property in consequence of the exercise of such

powers by the Company.

Non-payment
of electricity
charges.

Company may
run lines ete. on
roads without
charge.

Payment of
compensation.
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(2) The-amount of such compensation shall, failing agree-
ment, be determined by a single arbitrator appointed in aceord-
ance with the provisions of sub-section (2) of seetion 30.

(3) If by reason of the presence of any pole; electric line,
conductor, sub-station, pipeline, cable or other works or appara-
tus belonging to the Company which is alongside or under or
over any road any person shall be injured or shall suffer damage
to his property, the Company shall save harmless and keep in-
demnified, in respeet of such injury or damage, the person by
whom such road is repairable.

25. (1) The Company shall have the right to harness water
power throughout Saint Vincent at such. sites. as Government
reserves for public electrity supply purposes whether on Crown
or private lands without payment for water rights: Provided
that this right shall not be so employed as.to prohibit. the use of
existing water wheels or hydraulic turbines. by, their owners
nor to. abrogate the right of anyone to use the water power of
that part of any river within. the confines of his property, where
this has not previously been reserved for public eleetricity
supply purposes,

(2) The Government shall reserve for the generation of
electric energy by hydro-electric works for public electricity
supply purposes the water power rights ofi—

(i) The Colonarie River from. its sources to the point
where the intake to the Bellevue Canal is sitnated;

(ii) The Richmond. River from its sources: to- the: point

of intake to the headworks of the Richmond River
hydro-electrie scheme;
and no development for. any other purpaose of those stretches
of the above rivers. or their tributaries.shall be allowed.

(3) The Government shall declare the watershed of the
Colonarie River and the Richmond River to be Farest reserve
and shall take effective action to maintain, protect.and improve
the forest cover in the areas.reserved throughout the whole time
that this licence continues in foree:

26. The Government shall at request of the Company take
all such steps: as may be available to it to assist the Company
i acquiring: any land reasonably necessary- to the Company ix
eonneetion with its business: of generating; transmitting, distri-
buting and supplying: eleatricity in. the: State.
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27. The Government may, in its discretion, on being re-
quested by the Company so to do, transfer to the Company the
freehold title of any Crown land reasonably required by the
Company for the purpose of the Company’s said business and
in such event the transfer shall be at a price equal to the value
of snch land on the open market or at such lesser price as the
Goveriiment may in its sole diseretion determine.

28. (1) The Governor shall be entitled to revoke the licence
on the last day of thetﬁrst fifteen years of the licence or, if not
revoked then pursuant to this section, on the last day of the first

forty years of the licence, provided always that no purport:d.

revocation of the licence under this sub-section will be effective
unless the Minister has given to the Company not l:ss than

twenty-four months’ previous notice in writing of such revoca-
tion.

(2) If pursuant to the foregoing provisions of this seetion
the Governor revokes the licence, the Government shall, upon the
revocation of the licence, purchase from the respective register>d
holders thereof at the price and in the manner deseribed in
seetion 29 al siares and debentures issued by the Company
which are then held otherwise than by or on behalf of the Gov-

ernmeni, any siatutory corporation incorporated under the laws ™
- of Saint Vincent or any company the—entire issued ordGinary

share capital of which is for the time being in the beneficial
‘ownership of the Goverument or of any such statutory corpora-
tion.

'29. (1) The Gevernment shall pay to the respective regis-
tored holders of all debentures issued by the Company,~which
‘the ‘Government is obliged to purchase iz accordance with the
provisions of section 28, a purchase price equal to the smownt
of the principal moneys outstanding on the debentures held by
‘them rispectively at the date of the revocation of the Heence
together with all wmpaid interest which has acerued thereunder
up to such date.

(2) The Government shall pay to the respective regis-
tered holders of all Preference shares issued by the Company,
which the Government is obliged to purchase in accordance
with the aforesaid provisions, a purchase price equal to the
amount paid up on the preference shares held by them respec-
tively at the date of the revocation of the licence together with
the amount of any preminm due on the redemption thereof

Government may
transfer Crown
land required by
Company.

Power of
Government to
revoke licence
at the end of

15 or'40 years. -

Purchase price -.
to be paid by
Government on
revocation of
licence.
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and together also with a sum of money equal to the aggregate
of the arrears (if any) of any fixed cumulative dividend (if any,
and whether carned or declared or not) on the Preference
shares beld by them respectively and the proportion of the
dividend on such shares (whether carned or declared or not)
attributable to the proportion of the then current financial
vear of the Company which has cxpired at the date of the
revecaticn of the licence.

(3) If pursuant to.section 28 the Governor revokes the
licence on the last day of the first fifteen years of the licence,
the Government shall pay to the registered holders of all Ordin-

. ary shares in the capital of the Company, which the Government

is obliged to purchase in accordance with the aforesaid provi-
sions, a purchase price equal to that proportion of the aggregate
of—

(a) the net value of the Company’s assets at the date of
the revocation of the licence, calculated in accord-
ance with the provisions set out in Parts I and IT of
the Third Schedule to this Act; and

(b) a sum of money calculated in accordance with the
provisions set out in Part IIT of the Third Schodule
to this Act; :

which the aggregate amount paid up on the Ordinary shares
being purchased from the registered holders hereof bears to

_ the aggregate amount paid up on the whole of the Company’s
issued Ordinary shares capital at the date of the revocation of

the licence, such purchase price to be divided among such regis-
tered holders in proportion to their holdings of such shares.

(4) If pursunant to section 28 the Governor revokes the
Jicence on the last day of the first forty years of the licence, the
Government shall pay to the registered holders of all Ordinary
shar:s in the canital of the Company, which the Government is
obliged to purchase in accordance with the aforesaid provisions,
a purchase price equal to that proportion of the net value of
the Company s assets at the date of the revoration of the licence
(such net value being calculated in accordance with the said
provisions et out in Parts I and II of the Third Schedule to
this Act) which the aggrogate amount paid up on the Ordinary
shares being purchased from the registerad holders thercof bears
to the aggregate amount paid up on the whole of the Company’s
issued Ordinary share capital at the date of the revocation of
the licence, such purchase price to be divided as aforesaid.

a
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(5) Any purchase price payzble by the Government in
accordance with the foregoing provisions of this Aect for anv
shares or debentures of the Company shall be paid before the
expiry of one year from the date of the revocation of the licence

“and siall bear interest, such interest to be calenlated from such

date until payment at the rate of 814 per cent per annum and
to be payable half-yearly.

(6) If the Governor shall serve upon the Company a
valid notice revoking the licence, the Company shall not there-
after, except with the previous written consent of the Governor,
issue any share or debenture.

(7) If any disagreement shall ever arise as to the correct
amount of the purchase price to be paid by the Government
to any sharcholder or debenture holder of the Company in
accordance with the foregoing provisions of this Act, the amount
to be so paid to the shareholder or debenture holder in question
shall be determined by a single arbitra‘or appointed in accord-
ance with the provisions of sub-section (1) of section 30.

30. (1) On any reference to arbitration under section 7
or section 29 the arbitrator shall be appointed by agreement
between the Governor and the Company or in default of such
agreement shall be the Puisne Judge assigned to the State of
Saint Vincent in accordance with the West Indies Associated
States Supreme Court Order, 1967.

(2) On any reference to arbitration under section 24 the
arbitrator shall be appointed by agreement b.tween the person
claiming compensation and the Company or, in default of such
agreement, by the Registrar of the High Court of Justice.

31. (1) Save as otherwise provided in this Aet and save
where inconsistent with the provisions cf this Act, the Arbitra-
tion Ordinance, 1952 shall apply to every reference to arbitration
under this Act. #

(2) Upon any reference to arbitration under section 7
or seetion 29 of this Act in relation to which the arbitrator has

been appointed by agr.ement between the Governor and the

Company, the arbitrator may of his own motion and shall if

Appointment
of Arbitrator

Arbitration
proceedings.
No. 10 of 1952.

requcsted by either party state any question of law arising in :

the course of the reference to him, in the form of a special case
for the decision of the Court and an appeal shall lie to the
Court of Appeal from any such decision but save as aforesaid,
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Regulations.

sections 1 and 31 of the Arbitration Ordinance 1952 shall not

apply to any reference to arbitration under section 7 or section

29 of this Act. , e '

e . {3 Upon any reference to arbitration under section 7 or

section . 29 of this Act, in rvclation to which the arbitrator is.

{the Puisne Judge assigned to the State of Sain? Vincent—

25 (a) sub-sections (1) and (2) of section 11, sub-section
(1) cof scetion 12, sub-section (1) of section 13, see-
tion 19 and section 33 of the Arbitration Ordinance,
1952 shall not apply;

(b) the arbhitrator may of his own motion and shall if
requested by either party state any qusstion of law
arising in the course of the reference to him in the
form of a special cass for the decision of the Court of
Appeal and in relation to such special case stated
the Court of Appeal shall have the same powers ag
would be exercised by the High Court in relation to
a special case stated under sub-section (2) of this
section

(e) Any powers exercisable under the Arbitration Ordin-
adce, 1952, by a Judge of the High Court, which
powers are not excluded under or by this Aect or
which are not exercisable by the Court of Appeal
under this Act shall be exercisable by a Judge of
the High Court. whether or not he is the arbitrator.,

32. The Compan}',‘shallf—befgranted*such exemption from
payment of stamp duties as may have been or may k> provided
for by an agreement of the Company and Government, The
grant of such exemption and the particulars thereo? shall be
evidenced by a certificate under the hand of the Minister,

33. Any person found guilty of an offence under this
Act for which no specia} penalty is provided by this Act shall
be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding one
hundred and twenty dollars or to imprisonment for a period
not exceeding six months,

34.  The Governor may by Order published in the Gazette
apply the provisions of thig Act to any Island of the State of
Saint Vincent in the Grenadines other than the Island of
Beguia.

35. (1) After consultation with the Company and after
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considering any representations made by the Company or by
any other interested party the Governo; may make Regulations—

(a) for the safety of the consumers and of the publie
generally and for the protection of consumers and
of the public generally against personal injury or
damage to property arising from the generation, sup-
Ply or use of electricity ;

(b) to provide for enguiries to be held in connection with
any aceident which is or may be attributed to an

) escape of electricity or to the state or conduct of any
part of the undertaking ;

(e) conferring or imposing upon any sub-licensee powers,
privileges, obligations and restrictions similar to
those imposed or conferred upon the Company by
this Act otherwise than by sections 3, 4 7, 12, 183,
28, 29, and 32;

(d) for the purpose of preventing or minimising radio
interference or electrical interference arifing from
the generation, transmission, distribution or use of
electricity ;

(e) prescribing the qualifications of electrical engineers,
chargemen, wiremen, and contractors;

(f) for the examination, licensing and registration of
electrical-engineers; chargemen, wirémen, and con.
tractors and for the grant of certificates of compe-

tency and of registration ;

(g) prescribing the forms of certificates of competency
and registration for electrical engineers, chargemen,
wiremen and contractors;

(h) Prescribing the fees to be charged in respect of the
examination for electrical engineers, chargemen,
wiremen and contractors;

(i) preseribing the forms of certification of inspection
to be issued by electrical inspectors, the fees to be
charged for inspections to be made by such inspectors
and the persons by whom such fees shall be paid;

(3) preseribing conditions, requirsd by the Company,
upon which and subject to which the Company will
supply electricity.

(k) preseribing the procedure for resolving disputes ex.
isting before the Appointed Day ;
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e (1) for any other purpose necessary to carry out the pro-
visions of this Aect.

(2) All such Regulations shall be pﬁblished in the Gazette
and shail have the force and effect of law. >

(3) Regulations may contain provision that certain
breaches thereof shall be offences punishable on summary con-
viction and preseribing penalties for such offences, but no offence
against the Regulations shall attract a penalty or a fine exceed-
ing two hundred and forty dollars or a penalty of imprisonment
exceeding three months.

S.R. & 0. No. 38 (4)Until revoked by Regulations made under this Act

of 1969. the Electricity Rules, 1969 made under the Hydro-Electric

No.2¢0f 1951.  Ordinance 1951 shall remain in force as part of the laws of Saint
Vincent.

Government 36. (1) There shall be a post of Government Electrical

Electrical Inspector.

Inspector.

(2) The Government Electrical Inspector shall enforce
any Regulations from tirme to time made under this Act and
he shall have the right at all reasonable times to enter, for the
purpose of insp.cting ur testing any electric line or any elec-
trical apparatus or works, upon any land or premises to which

electricity is—supplied or upon which electricity is generated,

transmitted or distributed.

Repeal. 37. Without prejud’ce to Section 35 (4) of this Act, the
No. 24 0f 1951.  Hydro-Electric Ordinance, 1931 is hereby repealed.

TIHE FIRST SCHEDULE
(Section 7)
ISLAND OF SAINT VINCENT.
With effect from the Appointed Day the Company’s tariffs
will be as follows:—
PART I

Lighting Rate: Applicable to all electricity supplied for clec-
trie licht (other than electric light eonsumed on premises used
exclusively for privote residential or commercial purposes) and
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other than Street Lighting provided by Government or other Loeal
Authority—22 cents per unit provided that the minimum monthly
charge to any consumer shall be $1.50.

Domest> Rate: Applieable to all .electricity consumed on
premises used exclusively for private residential purposes.—

The first 20 units at 10 cents per unit; the next ‘60 units at 15
cents per unit and any units over that amount at 7 cents
per unit. The minimum Mouthly Charge to ba $1.50.

Commercial Rate: Applicable to a'l electricity supplied to
premises where the light'ng, domecstic or industrial power rates
are not applicable: the First Block equal to the floor area of the
premises in square feet divided by 50 at 20 cents per unit: A
Second Block of the next 4,000 units at 9 cents per unit and the
remainder of any units consumed at 6 cents per unit.

The Minimum Monthly Charge to be the charges as per the
First Block. ]

Note. For the purpose of the foregoing provisions of this
paragraph the floor area of such commereial premises shall be
deemed to be the total floor area of such premises, including
verandahs, patois (whether roofed or not) kitchens, service
areas, staff quarters and out buildingy (but not gardens,
paths, roads, parking arecas or yards) to which the Company
has agreed to supply electricity.

Industria} Power Rate: Applicable to all clectricity supplied
to any premises on which they are installed for the purpose of
industry, electric motors having an aggregate maximum power output
rating of not less than 5 h.p. and not normally in use betwoen the
hours of 6.00 p.m. and 10.00 p.m.

' A pasic charge of $2.00 per month for each kilowait com-
pnsqd In the maximum power output rating of all motors and
appliances connected at any time during such month at the con-
sumer’s premises (for this purpose any portable appliances being
degmed to be comnected) plus an Energy Charge of 6 cents per
unit consumed, provided that the Minimum Monthly Charge to
any consumer shall be the basic charge. °
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-Note: For the purpose of the foregoing provisions : of this -«
paragraph one horse power shall be deemed to equal three- -

quarters of one kilowatt.

SECOND SCHEDULE .. . . (Section 7).
ISLAND OF BEQUIA e B

DOMESTIC RATE:
Applicable to all residential houses.

First Block —TFor all units constiimed per month up to a maiizﬂumof 30

units @ 20¢ per unit 5

Plus Second Block— R maining number of units @ 12¢ per unit
Minimum charge per month $1.50.

COMMERCIAL RATE:

Applicable to premises where the dc gestic rate does not apply.

Service charge —$2.00 per month

Plus First Block —All units consumed per month up to a maximum of 30
@ 20¢ per unit

Plus Second Block —Next 500 units consumed per-month @ 10¢ per unit

Plus Third Block —Remcining number of units consumed per month @ 8¢
per unit,
Minimum charge per month $2.50.

THE THIRD SCHEDULE (Section 29)

PART I--

The net value of the Company’s assets shall be deemed for
the purpose of section 29 to equal the aggregate of—

(a) the amount of the Company’s cash in hand or at bank and
the value in the open market of the Company’s other
current assets;

(b) the value in the open market of the Company’s invest.
ments and of all land of whatever tenure of the Company
as if suck land were unencumbered with any buildings
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——"Plant, works angd fixtures erceted thereon or affixed there.

3

to: Provided that the value of any land transferreq by
the Government free of all costs pursuant to eclauses 10

. and 11 of an agreement in the form of the draft set out in
thg Schedule to the Hydro-Electric Ordinance, 1951, shall
be ignored for this purpose; E ] : _

(e) an amount equal to the useful life value of cach fized
asset of the Company (exclusive of investinents and land
but inelnsive of buildings, plant, works and fixtures ercet-
ed on or affixed to land, motor vehicles, furniture, office
equipment, tools, workshop equipment ang other mov-
ables) such useful life value being determined by dividing
the estimated replacement cost on site of the fixed asset
in question by the number of vears comprised in the
amortisation period shown in Part II of this Schedule
opposite to the category of the asset in question znd
multiplying the same by the number of vears. of estimated
useful life which remained in that .asset at the date of
revocation of thie licenec;

after dedneting from such aggregate the am‘,lnt of the Compary's
debts and other liabilities at such date (contingent liabilit'es and
claims being assessed for this purpose in such manner as may be
fair and reasonable) and the amount of all moneys paid np cn such
date on any Preference shares of the Company and of any arrears

- on such date of any fixed cumulative dividend thereon.— ————

PART II
Categery of assct Amertisation peried

Conerete and steel buildings and civil

engineering works ... o w40 years
Buildings and other works of other

materials ... e _— = la yeavrs
Pipelines and storage tanks .. . 30 years
Hydraulic and steam turbines... .. 25 years

Electric generators, motors end other
rotating cleetrie machinery ... w20 years

Internal combustion engines (under 800
r.p.m.) p o - w15 years
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Internal combustion cngines (over 800

T.p.m.) = o = = 10 years
Electric switchgear and instruments ... 15 years
Electricity meters ... e wee 10 years
Transformers = s w20 years
Transmission and distribution lines ... 15 years
Other fixed assets .. _ w Such number of vears

as is fair and reason-
able in relation to the
fixed asset in question.

PART ITI

The sum of moncy referred to in sub-section (3) of section 29
shall Le a sum equal to the aggregate amount of the Company’s net
trading profits (computed as hereinafter provided and as certi-
fied by the Company’'s auditors) during the five completed finan-
cial years of the Company next preceding the revocation of the
licence. For this purpese the Company’s net trading profits chall
be computed before charging or ecrediting income tax or any
similar tax based on income or profits or capital gains and before
making any loan rdlemption provision or other appropriation of
profits but after malgag all other deductions including payment of
interest on indebtedneéss and reasonable provision for depreeiation.

OWEN CUFFY.
Clerk of the House of Assembly.
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